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printed in aggressive colours, inviting passers-by to prove the
transcendent virtues of Messrs. So-and-so's pills or pig food or
such-and-such a hair oil ?

The precise meaning of the Mani words has given rise to
much discussion: I should by rights have said meanings, for it
is a characteristic of traditional ritual sentences to bear several
senses simultaneously, some literal and some figurative; a whole
tissue of ideas is woven into them, which can be teased out one
after the other, till the most far-reaching principles become
exposed.

The literal translation of the formula is " Om, the jewel in
the lotus, Hum I" In a general way it may be described as an
act of assent to the divine aim. Om (derived from the Sanskrit
aum) stands for Brahma, " the one without second " or " the
inexpressible Absolute." As one writer has put it, " Om is the
ultimate word which can be uttered, after which there remains
nothing but silence." In it, therefore, are summed up prayer
and praise and worship. Om is also the sound of all sounds,
audible to the initiated ear, which is produced by the act of
Manifestation or, as we would say, of Creation, which produces
and nourishes this and other Universes. It might also be
compared with Pythagoras*s music of the Spheres.

Mani means " jewel"; therefore a precious thing, the
Doctrine. Padme means "in the lotus"; it may refer to
the world which enshrines the doctrine of Buddha (the jewel),
or to the spirit in whose depths he who knows how to take
soundings, will discover Knowledge, Reality and Liberation,
these three being really one and the same thing under different
names. Or possibly the lotus, the usual throne of divinities
and saints, is simply attached as a divine attribute to the gem
of doctrine. Hum is an ejaculation denoting defiance. Its
utterer hurls a challenge, as it were, at the enemy, at the
passions, such as lust, hatred and stupidity, the poisons which
drug us into submitting to the tyranny of the Round of Exist-
ence. Or, viewed in yet another way, the adversary is no other
than the cherished belief in an indissoluble " myself," and the
desire for individual recompense.

But these explanations are elementary, a mere prelude to
the secrets that await discovery by the initiate in the Mani
Mantra. Even the shapes of the letters that compose it can
be visualized, and made to correspond to ideas for the mind's